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llI do-ll
“And I must lose the gems?"
A Sl'ﬂ'er | “Never mind that; they will come

. - back ou."
| American Girl ¢ o

That night at dinner Miss Atherton
By HELOISE BRAYTON

| appeared without a particle of jewel-
lry. The marquis noticed it, but made
no comment. After dinner he joined
' Miss Atherton on the terrace. He
never noticed the absence of apything
| belonging to any of his guesis with-
Miss Christine Atherton, an English out dreading lest bis father had pur-
girl whose birth had been of ordinary | loined it.
parents, was a guest at the seat of the = “Christine,” he said, “why did you
Duke of Brentnard. Miss Atherton | leave off your jewels today at dinner?”
s oldest son *Oh, they're so insignificant.” she

was in love with the duke's
and heir, the Marquis of Hiddleton. said, “compared with what the other
ladles wear.”

Among the guests at the duke's resi-
dence, Slapper Grange, was a Kansas “Miss Brown, for instance.”
girl, Miss Edith Brown, the daughter | The lady named had that day ap- |
of one who if he had been titled would | peared bedizened with a small fortune
have been.called the prince of packers. | in diamonds.
Miss Brown was expected to inherit a | “Hers are very handsome.”
large fortune, and this was the reason | “Umph! These Americans don’t
for her being ar Slapper Grange, for [ know when or where to load up with |
the Brentnards were not overburdened | stones.”
avith ready cash, and the marquis was I When on future occasions the mar- |
on the lookout for a wealthy American | quis noticed that Miss Atherton still
wifle, ' refrained from wearing her jewels he
Now., Miss Brown had no more rev-  wondered. Then one day Miss Brown
erence -for a title than for a member- | spoke to him of the omission.
ship of a sewing socfety. She was one “She doesn’t wear them,” sald the
of the kind to see through a millstone, | marquis, “because she's ashamed of
and it was plauin to her that the mar- | them.”
quis wanted her for ber money, and “Nonsense,” replled Miss Brown.
Miss Atherton wanted the marquis for | “That’s not_ler reason. She has tno
himself, inuch kindness In her to hurt your
“So lopg as 1 don t want him my- | Jeelings by giving you the true one.’
self,” *mused Miss Brown, “why “Good graclous! You don't mean
shouldn’t 1 help this yotmg English | they have been stolen!"
girl to get him?" “] do.”
Now, there was a skeleton in the | *And the thief?'
Brentnard closet. The duke, who was | “Search your father’s pockets.”
an old man, was a kleptomaniac. He The marquis made the search and
was not allowed when in the city to | returned the jewels. The incident de-
go into the shops without a footman | cjded him on marrying for love or
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to follow him and pay for what be | money. He proposed to Miss Atller-'

stole. When the old gentleman appro- | ton, much touched that she had pre-
priated an article the footman would | ferred to lose her finery to accusing
step up to-the clerk behind the counter | yjs father.

from which it was taken and say: “As for that American girl,” he add-

“'Is grace Is shopping today. 'OW | aq vshe had the Indelicacy common |
much for the 'and mirror 'e toek?" among her countrymen. She did not

“I see,” the clerk would reply. “That | pegjrate to remind me that my father
one Is three and six.” is # thief.”

This would be followed up by other | .o prown left the grange covered |
pu;ch(;lsles ac?:llif:d ig m?; su;ne way | with jewels, but when she got in a |
an uly pa or by the footman. . N
THere ‘was. nothisg wpon-which the train she put them in her satchel.
marquis was so sensitive as this mania .
of his father. He bad made every ef- GOLD LEAF.
fort to avoid the disgrace, even to an RS
attempt_to shut his father up, but as | Made Now Practically as It Was Made
kleptomania Is not a form of insanity Nine Centuries Ago.
that warrants confining a person iIn In an article on gold leaf in the Mag-
bedlam the duke maintained his Iib- | azine of Commerce John Mastin says
erty. that just as the date of the discovery

‘One morning Miss Brown remained | of gold is too remote even to be guess-
in her room when the others were down | od at so is the origin of gold leaf lost
to breakfast and, being alone on the | in antiquity. _
floory, went into Miss Athérton’s room, On some of the most ancient mum-
took aj] the jewelry the poor girl had. | mjes discovered gold leaf has been used
carried it to the duke's apartment and | on the ski®, tongue, teeth, ete., and
slipped 1t into the pocket of a coat she | in some instances on the coffinsg also.
found hang!ng in a closet. Then she | It also appears on tombs, monuments
went downstairs to breakfast. and the like, and, strange to say,

After the meal Miss Brown kept Miss | though gilding with “thin sheets of
Atherton under observation so that she | hammered gold” and “skins of gold”—
might be the first to meet the English | otherwise gold leaf—was known to be
girl after the discovery of the loss, Just | practiced at least in the eighth cen-
before luncheom Miss Atherton came tury B. C., the process of br{nging the
out of her room with a terror stricken | gold into ﬂ]ese fine sheets or “skins”
look on her face. Miss Brown was in was, at any rate in the eleventh cen-
the hall. tury A. D.. substantially the same as

“My jewels!" exclaimed Miss Ather- | that used today, no advance whatever
ton. , having been made in the intervening

“What of 'em?" asked Miss Brown, | nine centuries.
putting & finger on her lip to enjoin | Further, on some of the Greclan pot-
caution. tery of the fifth century the gold leaf |}

“They're gone.” used is as thin as that used today, so

“Hist! The duke? You know his | that in resulfs obtained also we have
failing?" 4 not advanced in the least, but still keep

*I've heard of it." practically to the same average thick-

“Don’'t say a word about it. The | ness as that used on the Egyptian cof-
marquis would never forgive you.” fins of the third century A. D. and
*“Do you really think it best?” most of the Greek vases of the fifth,
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